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NEWSLETTER

A Enhancing Achievement
By Eli Touger

rofessor Yirmeyahu (Herman) Branover has achieved world-wide
Prenown as an authorily on magnelo-hydrodynamics. Research
in this area of alternative energy technology is carried out by a very
limited number of highly trained professionals. Raised in the then
Soviel Union, Professor Branover’s published research had won him
an international reputation in this field in the ‘60s. Along with his work
on hydrodynamics, Professor Branover has a dynamic Jewish heart. He
applied for an emigration visa to Israel, knowing that it would mark the
end of his professional career in the Soviet Union. He was dismissed
from his post at the Academy of Sciences in Riga and prevented from
contlinuing his research. During this lime, he was exposed Lo the Torah
and milzvos by members of the Lubavilch chassidic underground.
When he was finally allowed to emigrate from the Soviet Union to
Israel in 1972, he was already fully observanl. Alter making aliyah,
Professor Branover was in constant demand as a lecturer, but not only
in his profession. He was frequently invited to lecture on science and
Torah. Campus audiences around the globe were extremely interested
Lo hear an internationally renowned scientist reconcile his belief in the
Torah with the supposed conlflicts emerging from modern science. “In
the winter of 1973, relates Professor Branover, “I was on a lecture tour
in the United States. Towards the end of the two-month tour, Rabbi
Avraham Shemtov, one of the leading shluchim, requested that I add
the Universily of Pennsylvania lo my ilinerary. My wile and | were
both weary from the constant travel, bul our commitment to spread
Torah molivaled us Lo agree. “Shortly before the scheduled dale, I was
privileged to visit the Rebbe at vechidus (a private meeting). Among
other matters, I mentioned the trip to Philadelphia. The Rebbe inquired
about the details of the program and commented: ‘During your stay in
Philadelphia, do not forgel to introduce yourself to a local professor
who has an interest in your field.” “The Rebbe’s statement baffled me. 1
was well acquainted with the names of the American scientists involved
inmagnelo- hydrodynamics and [ knew the universilies with which they
were associated. | was certain that no Philadelphian was familiar with
my field. “I made the trip to Philadelphia following the busy schedule
of lectures. On the morning of my arrival, when Rabbi Shem Tov mel
me at the train station, I spoke about my encounter with the Rebbe. 1
mentioned the Rebbe’s strange remark and added that it appeared to
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be an error.” “The Rebbe does not make mistakes,” Rabbi Shemtov said
emphatically. ‘Allow me to assist you in locating the scientist.” “Rabbi
Shemtov convinced me to visit Temple University and the University
of Pennsylvania and to check the faculties of these institutions. After
many hours ol searching, we were introduced lo Prolessor Hsuan
Yeh. It was a refreshing change of pace lo engage in a sophisticated
discussion with a person who was clearly knowledgeable in magneto-
hydrodynamics. As we concluded our conversation, Prolessor Yeh
said: ‘In six weeks there will be a Magneto-Hydrodynamic Energy
Convention at Stanford University in California. Although the program
is already finalized, I will insist thal your name be added Lo the list of
lecturers. A colleague who has arrived so recently from Russia should
be given the opportunity to present his thoughts.” “I looked at him in
surprise. Didn’t you just say that the program was finalized?’ Professor
Yeh added with a smile, ‘You see, I am on the program committee.’
“l appreciated the Professor’s offer, and vet I graciously declined,
explaining that both my wife and [ were anxious Lo return to our home
in Isracl. The trip had already been extended more than we would have
liked. “I returned to New York and we prepared to return home. Just
before leaving, I wrote the Rebbe a report of our trip to Philadelphia,
mentioning my encounter with Professor Yeh. Once again, the Rebbe
made an unexpected statement. He advised me to reschedule my plans
and o accept the invitation, for the convention presented an important
opportunity. “My wife and [ were laken by surprise by the Rebbe’s
response. Despile the need Lo rearrange our plans, we were acquainted
enough wilh the Rebbe Lo value his advice. I called Prolessor Yeh, who
was happy to arrange for me to deliver a lecture. “The significance of
my participation at the convention became clear very rapidly. I met
two representatives of the Office of Naval Research in Virginia who
had read about my work, and who were prepared lo finance further
research. They added, "We understand thal you want Lo establish your
laboratory in Israel, and we are willing to provide you with funds for
vour work there.” “As a result, I set up a laboratory in Beer Sheva, which
has gained worldwide recognition for its magneto-hydrodynamics
research. My conlract with the Office of Naval Research was been
renewed six times since that original grant. I could not have imagined at
that point how valuable and far-reaching the Rebbe’s advice had been.
To Be Continued
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