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NEWSLETTER

Enhancing Achievement
By Eli Touger

his vear, 1993, marks twenly vears since the Stanford convention.
TMy project has just been awarded a 15-million dollar grant by
the Uniled Slales government Lo [urther research and development
of this energy technology.” Professor Branover frequently briefs the
Rebbe on his various research projects. In one report, he presented
a very sophisticated study built upon extensive calculations that had
been prepared by compuler. As he reviewed the delails, the Rebbe
remarked: “Two numbers here are inconsistent.” Professor Branover
was stunned. “But all the calculations were done by computer and the
program used is based on our most advanced theory.” The Rebbe
smiled. “With all due respect Lo the experts, you will see that there is
an error.” In the preparation of the calculations, an incongruity indeed
had appeared. It took Professor Branover’s research leam six months
tolocate it. Once before Professor Branover was scheduled to address
a conlerence ol Jewish scienlists, the Rebbe told him: “You have an
important message to communicate. Tell vour colleagues that as a
scholar of solar energy you encourage every Jew to emulate the sun.
“Why is this star of such great importance? There are larger heavenly
bodies, indeed, many which dwarf the sun in size. Whal is unique about
the sun? It provides light and generates heat.“There are other heavenly
phenomena called black holes. These are also powerful sources of
energy, but in this instance, the energy is directed inward. The black
holes pull everything, even the energy they emil, lo themselves. “The
sun, by contrast, generously gives of itself to the entire planetary
system. So, loo, a Jew must radiate Ahavas Yisrael love for a fellow
Jew. After all, if the sun was only capable of heating its own mass, who
would have paid any altention Lo it?” Professor Branover also is aclive
in developing programs of Jewish education and professional training
for Jews in the former Soviet Union and for Russian immigrants Lo
Eretz Yisrael. In the course of these activities, he has been chosen by
the Rebbe [or several missions. “In the spring of 1985, I received word

from the Rebbe’s office that the Rebbe requested to speak to me,”
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relates Professor Branover. “Of course, I arrived at “770” as soon as
[ could. The Rebbe greeted me and informed me of his desire that [
relay his forthcoming message Lo various persons in Russia. Nol in my
wildest dreams was [ prepared for the content of the message. “The
Rebbe unraveled before me the precise delails of the unbelievable
change that was going to take place in Russia. With Mikhail
Gorbachev’s ascenl lo power, a new era ol openness and [reedom
would begin, the Rebbe prophesied. Waves of Russian Jews would
immigrate lo Erelz Yisrael. Two vears aflerwards, in expeclation of this
wave of immigration, the Rebbe initiated the plan to build a special
housing project in Jerusalem for the new immigrants. “To say that |
was stunned is quite an understatement. If I had heard these words
[rom anyone bul the Rebbe, I would have dismissed them as fanlasy.
As such, I was neither surprised nor offended when various people in
Russia whom I contacted by phone were skeplical. ‘Are you sure this
is exaclly what the Rebbe said?’ they asked again and again. And,
may [ add, these people were not unfamiliar with the Rebbe. Quite the
contrary, these were his own people who were directing the Lubavitch
underground aclivilies in Russia. Il was simply that the Rebbe’s
prediction seemed so far-fetched.” “In the spring of 1985, newspapers
such as the New York Times and the New York Post had published
front-page articles predicting that Gorbachev’s government would
[ollow a Communist hard line. This was felt even more powerfully by
people who were living in the then Soviet Union. “When I related the
response [rom Russia Lo the Rebbe, he requested thal | contact them
once again, assuring them that these changes would indeed take place.
“The realizalion of the Rebbe’s words is now history. In 1992, when
Mikhail Gorbachev visited Israel, I was introduced to him, and [ told
him and his wile Rayisa whal the Rebbe had said seven vears earlier.
Gorbachev was stunned. "When [ assumed power in 1987, I myself had

no concrele plan for the [uture. [ would like Lo meel this man who knew

so much about the direction which my country and [ would follow.” "
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