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“Moshe said to the Heads of the Shvotim... if a man makes a promise to
Hashem... All he says from his mouth, he Should do.
Question: Moshe taught all the mitzvos & halochos to the rosh Shevotim and afterwards they would
teach it to the rest of bnei yisroel. Why is this Emphasized in connection with the halochos of
nedroim — promises?
Answer: often, people who need votes from the community will promise to help and solve all their
problems they have. But when those people are not in front of them and they do not need their votes
anymore they do not do what they promised them. This is why Moshe rabbeinu specifcaly warned
the heads of the shevotim that their promises and nedorim were to be treated seriously. A man shall
not go back on his word and should be careful when he promises because we learn from this week’s
parsha that what a man says he shall do.
Have a good Shabbos .
A chodesh tov to All the chassidim.
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NEWSLETTER

To be a Rebbe

By Eli & Malka Touger

Very often the Rebbe’s blessing to an individual or a
group concludes with the phrase: Azkir al hatziyun
“I will mention this at the gravesite.” Indeed, many times
that phrase constitutes the entire reply. The term tzivon
refers Lo the grave of the Previous Rebbe Rabbi Yosel
Yitzchak Schneersohn which is located in a Jewish
cemetery in Queens, New York. The Rebbe frequently
prays al the Previous Rebbe’s gravesite. There he reads
the multitude of letters that are sent to him from all over
the world. Many who have received this reply, unaware
of the full implications of this phrase, may have desired
“a more substantial blessing.” Such was the case when
Reb Shneur Zalman Duchman wrole to the Rebbe,
asking for a blessing for a childless couple whom he
knew. The Rebbe replied Azkir al hatziyun. Unsatisfied
with this answer, Reb Shneur Zalman wrole a second
note, asking the Rebbe to promise the couple a child.
The reply was the same: Azkir al hatziyun. Time passed.
One day, just as the Rebbe was leaving his house, Reb
Shneur Zalman was walking down President St. The
Rebbe signaled to Reb Shneur Zalman to approach him.
“Have vou heard that a son was born to the couple for
whom you requested a blessing?” the Rebbe asked.
“Nu, evidently Azkir al hatziyun has something to it.”

* %%

We might gain some insight into the events which
transpire while the Rebbe visits the Previous
Rebbe’s gravesite from an interchange between Rabbi
Shmaryahu Gurary , the Rebbe’s brother- in-law, and
Reb Azriel Zelig Slonim. Commonly known as the

101510712 5'R DA
RIW NS

Tprn obw
T Ayt
1R Y0
TpoXT M5

Sy b

Rashag, Rabbi Gurary was an outstanding example of
a chassid whose heart and soul were devoled Lo the
Rebbe. “As you know, Reb Zelig,” explained the Rashag,
“When my father-in-law, the Previous Rebbe, passed
away, we were all heartbroken and confused. One day, |
was deliberating unsuccessfully over a very important
issue. I decided to consult my brother-in-law (the
Rebbe, of righteous memory). “He weighed the malter
carefully, and then said: ‘I would not like to take personal
responsibility for such an important issue. | will visit
the gravesite later today, and I will discuss it with our
father-in- law. Then I will give yvou an answer.” Upon
his return, he presented me with an excellent solution.”
“Now listen here, Reb Zelig,” concluded the Rashag.
“My brother-in-law is not one who exaggerates. If he
said that he would discuss the matter with the Previous
Rebbe at his gravesite, then that is exactly what
transpired. I know that I am not capable of this. Since
he can do so I am his devoted chassid.”
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uring the early years of the Rebbe’s leadership, his

minyan was graced by the presence of an illustrious
personality, the revered Rebbe of Tomishpol-Koidenov,
who stood at the forefront of chassidic Rebbeim in
America until his passing al the age of 108. Once,
the Rebbe returned late from praying at the ohel, the
Previous Lubavitch Rebbe’s gravesite. As he entered
the shul for the afternoon service, he glanced at the
Rebbe of Tomishpol and said: “A bit late?” The Rebbe of
Tomishpol replied: “There can be no more appropriate

time for praver than when the Rebbe davens.”
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